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Geneva Presbyterian Church 
August 29, 2021  10:30am 

The Gathering 
Welcome to worship with Geneva Presbyterian Church! Whether you're joining us online or in person, 

we're glad you're here and grateful to be gathered as a community united in Christ. At this time 
worshippers in the sanctuary will not sing out loud, but if you're online we encourage you to make a 
joyful noise and sing with all your heart! Everyone is invited to speak liturgies and prayers out loud 

where indicated in the bulletin. 
 

We greet with open arms and open hearts guests and new church members across the full diversity of 
life, including differences in sex, gender identity, age, race, ethnicity, national origin, range of abilities, 

marital status, family structure, financial means, and education.  
 

No matter who you are, you are welcome here and we hope you will feel home at Geneva. 

 

Prelude  

Welcome to the Worship of God 

Silence and Introit                

Call to Worship  

 
Leader: Beloved, let us love one another. 

People: We love because God first loved us. 
Leader: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 

People: You shall love the Lord your God, and your neighbor as yourself. 
Leader: O praise the Lord with me, 

People: let us exalt God’s name together. 
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Opening Hymn                   “Arise, Your Light Is Come!”                           #744 

   

 
Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession (below in unison, then silent personal prayers)  
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have 
failed to be an obedient church. We have gone against your will, we have broken your 
law, we have rebelled against your love. We have not loved our neighbors and we have 
refused to hear the cry of the needy. 
 
Forgive us, we pray. Free us for lives of joyful service and accept the honest prayers of 
our hearts that we offer now… 
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Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response 

 
Joys and Concerns  (The Virtual Church recording is turned off during this portion of the service 

for privacy. We will resume recording after the Lord's Prayer.) 

 

 

Prayers of the People; The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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The Word 

 

Prayer for Illumination (in unison) 
Testify to us, O God, by the voice of your Spirit. Put your law in our hearts, write your 
word in our minds, and show your will in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading             Dueteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9    
   This is the Word of the Lord! 
  Thanks be to God. 

 
New Testament Reading            James 1:17-27 
                                                     This is the Word of the Lord! 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Sermon            “God's Word: Implanted, Received, and Shared"     Patrick McElwaine 
 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith /The Apostles’ Creed (in unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus  Christ 
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; 
the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic* Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.                                                                (*meaning all of God’s churches) 
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The Thanksgiving 

The Offering  
  
Music Offering                        “For the Beauty of the Earth”                         John Rutter             
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 

The Sending    

Closing Hymn                       “Just as I Am, without One Plea”                         #422                               
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Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude 
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Names in bold are new prayer list additions. 

The work, worship, pastor and leadership of Geneva and of Iglesia de Dios El Nuevo Pacto 

Comfort for the Family and Friends of 
Rene Hackshaw, friend of Kelvin Turner 
Paul Bulland, friend of Nikki Heimburg 

Bonnie Tanner, close friend of Sara and Jim Torrence 
Ruth Harris, mother of Jim Harris 

Derrick Brown, family of Scott Brown 
Carl Alexander, father of Jeff Alexander 

Russ Maske, uncle of Ken Sprinkle 
Yvonne Bean, mother of Debbie Dunne; 

Dick Sanderson; 
Brian, friend of Kyla Lupo; 
Healing and Comfort for 

Jack, friend of Kyla and Vince Lupo 
Ginny Berte, Bobbie Maxwell's daughter in law's mother 

Diane Skinner, Allyson McElwaine’s mom, broken shoulder 
Nina, friend of Sara Sadler, health concerns 

Jessie Ricci, surgery 
Scott Brown, health concerns; 

Nancy Rawson, hip replacement surgery 
Robin Kough, cancer treatment 

Tomoko Alexander, mother of Jeff Alexander, recovering from a fall and hip surgery 
Beverly Pitts Cain, friend of Sara and Jim Torrence, surgery from brain tumor 

Rachelle, Kyla Lupo's dear friend, and those who help at the Interfaith Community for Detained Immigrants in Chicago; 
Jim Torrence, health concerns; 

Ken Adams, father of Juliet Hiemberg, health concerns; 
Rosie Perthel, health concerns; 

Briana Cochran, cousin of Thibau Family, health concerns; 
Rosalie Ruff, health concerns; 

Ellie Croft, friend of Gretchen Winch, health concerns; 
George Ehler, relative of friend of Ken Sprinkle, health concerns; 

Betty Halls, health concerns; 
Lorraine Leicht, Renee Moloznik’s mother, health issues; 

Dinah Paffrath, aunt of Renee Moloznik, receiving cancer treatments; 
Carl Perthel, health concerns; 

                   Isabelle Schuessler, friend of Scott Brown, health concerns; 
Joanne Elder, friend of Sara and Jim Torrence, cancer; 
Mary Bird, aunt of Renee Moloznik, health concerns; 

Justin Pack, nephew of PJ Davis, diagnosed with ALS; 
Daniel Adkins, nephew of Kyla and Vince Lupo, health concerns; 

Donald Schuessler, friend of Scott Brown, health concerns; 
Ellie Alexander, health concerns; 

Emilia Monte, friend of Sara and Jim Torrence, recurring cancer; 
Jeff Leicht, Renee Moloznik’s brother; 

Judith Sadler, mother to Tom Sadler, mental illness and PG County guardianship care; 
Leland Perthel, recovering from concussion; 

Ray Johnson, father of Katie Harris; 
Sandra Kichefski, sister of Sheri Sankey, health concerns; 

Zoë, friend of Bob and Rhonda Ricci, health concerns; 
Prayers for Peace 

Daniel Kough, son of Jack and Robin Kough, home from Afghanistan. 
Walter Sprinkle, son of Ken and Nan Sprinkle, US Army Special Training 
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WELCOME TO GENEVA! We welcome you to this church and want you to feel at home. 
We want you to feel accepted here, and also challenged, even as we invite you to 
accept and challenge us. If you are new to this community or do not have a church 
home, we invite you to join us. Please contact a staff member using any of the emails 
on the back of today’s bulletin. 

 

 
 

Birthdays: Suzanne Funk (8/1); Alfonzo Lizama (8/2); Ken Sprinkle (8/8);  
Caroline Ricci (8/9); Renee Moloznik (8/14); Judy Stiles (8/15);  

Tom Maxwell (8/15); Jeanette Perthel (8/25) 
 

 
 

 

This Week at Geneva 
 

 
 
Thursday, August 26    7:00pm  Meeting – Day School Board 
 
Sunday, August 29  10:30am         Worship – Virtual Church 
 
Saturday, September 4 11:00am         Neurodiverse Playdate 
 
Saturday, September 4  1:00pm         Handbell – Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, September 5 10:30am         Worship – Virtual Church 
 
Monday, September 6    Labor Day – Offices Closed 
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• Geneva is Hiring a New Director of Christian Education!  
 
Geneva Presbyterian will soon be hiring 
a new staff member to increase our 
ministry offerings related to youth, 
families, Christian Education, and social 
media/technology. This person's official 
title will be "Director of Next Generation Ministries" to reflect their emphasis on 
forward-looking ministries to engage with generations of future Christians and 
modern technologies that can strengthen our Gospel witness as a church.  
 
Geneva's "Executive Committee," which reports to Session and provides 
committee support for Personnel, Finance, and Property functions, will finalize 
the Director of Next Generation Ministries position description. They will assist in 
bringing forth a suitable candidate/s for Session to interview and discern God's 
will as we move to hire our new staff team member. 
 
We are excited to continue growing Geneva's ministry potential and ask that 
you hold Session in your prayers as they seek the right fit for our church family. 
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• Return to In-Person Worship: September 12! 

 

We are in the home stretch of finishing our Sound Booth upgrade and are 
grateful for your support as we completed this project. Session has voted to 
reopen the sanctuary for in-person worship starting on Sunday, September 12. 
Whether online or in person, you’ll have the choice of worshipping in whichever 
way works best for you. 
 
We will reopen with the same Covid guidelines we’re used to: masks, 
temperature checks, and physical distancing. Please continue to observe these 
best practices diligently if you choose to join worship in person. 
 
If you have questions or would like to know more about the project, please 
email Tom Sadler at Thomasjsadler@gmail.com. 
 
 
Worship Elder Tom Sadler and the Tech Team 
 
 
 

                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Thomasjsadler@gmail.com
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• Deacon Update 
 

I hope you are having a wonderful summer and you are staying cool and safe.  Your 
Deacons are meeting each month to work on several ideas to help improve our 
communication with our Geneva members and friends.  We plan to send you a monthly 
email communication and have started sending birthday cards to every Geneva member.  
  
We are also working on making our services more inclusive to our members with hearing 
impairments or hearing loss.  Earphones / Listening devices will be available for our in-person 
services and copies of Pastor Patrick’s sermon will also be available at our in-person 
services.  If you have suggestions to help us improve our services and make it more inclusive 
to individuals with disabilities, please let me know.  We are open to your suggestions!  
  
The Sound Booth renovation is on-going, and our in-person services will resume after it is 
completed.  Geneva will continue to offer our Sunday services on Zoom along with our in-
person service after the completion of the Sound Booth.  
  
Another project that we are tackling this summer, is to create a welcoming nursery on the 
same floor as the Sanctuary for young children with neurodiverse disabilities.  The nursery will 
be in the office next to the Fireside Room and we hope to have it up and running by 
September.   
  
We have been planning several Fellowship events for the upcoming months.  Here are the 
highlights of these events:  

• Pastor Patrick’s Installation as Pastor of Geneva Presbyterian Church – Sunday, 
September 26, 2021 at 4:00 PM  

• Geneva Firepit Sing-Along with S’mores and more! – Saturday, October 23, 2021 at 5:30 
PM  

• Trunk N Treat and Fall Crafts – Sunday, October 31, 2021 at 2:00 – 4:00 PM  
• Advent Event and Blessing Bags – Sunday, December 5, 2021 at 11:45 AM  

We will continue to host several special events each month.  These include:  

• Sunday Breakfast before our service at Attman’s Deli at 8:30 AM in Park Potomac.  
• Sunday Luncheon at Al Ha’esh in Rockville on a Sunday in September.  
• Sunday Ice Cream after our first in-person service after the Sound Booth is completed.  

  
That is all the Geneva news for July, 2021!  Again, please let me know if you have any 
suggestions for improving our services or any needs or prayer requests that you may have.  
  
Take care and stay safe and strong.  
 
Renee Moloznik (rmoloz@hotmail.com) 
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• BIBLE STUDY and BOOK CLUB - SUMMER PLANS  
 
Thank you to everyone who has participated with our 
Wednesday Bible Study and Geneva Book Club groups! 
Both groups are taking a break in July and August and will 
return to their regular meetings via Zoom in September.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://genevapotomac.org/give/online-giving/
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• Virtual Church with Geneva Presbyterian: Sundays @ 10:30am 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://bit.ly/2SL4E76 

Meeting ID: 668 560 374 
Password: 240543 
 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,668560374# US (Chicago) 
+16465588656,,668560374# US (New York) 
 
 
 
 
 

• Geneva Worship Videos 

Did you know that Geneva Virtual Church videos are 
recorded and online? Missed a service? Want to share with a friend? 
A full recording of worship is just a click away! 

 
 

 

 

Click HERE to watch our past Virtual Worship 
services! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/2SL4E76
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012gP_cZFiqW_vcw6kC_lqmh1pm-iiEXAuzskCgO8YdEISu-BaOKmzBsab_BMsUGfyT9FSf1S6OYQ34NC1qR3sg576yBQ2d_tVnJT0qNkC1eCcObrYxX-qKx3omeTp5rtPuCrucw6qf5v7g35f6JUd3iWlpTwrhW3kLrImzCKmiBQ=&c=lbi7dTXHOZRCkIhwikJtiwfc0fnIA0_BGBZj7LsofGEuKsGrFmW94A==&ch=CS3fPQEIJa5u2CVlmf-2StvyynnKdjVQPA6el2FtGMj8lNALmtUrjQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012gP_cZFiqW_vcw6kC_lqmh1pm-iiEXAuzskCgO8YdEISu-BaOKmzBsab_BMsUGfyT9FSf1S6OYQ34NC1qR3sg576yBQ2d_tVnJT0qNkC1eCcObrYxX-qKx3omeTp5rtPuCrucw6qf5v7g35f6JUd3iWlpTwrhW3kLrImzCKmiBQ=&c=lbi7dTXHOZRCkIhwikJtiwfc0fnIA0_BGBZj7LsofGEuKsGrFmW94A==&ch=CS3fPQEIJa5u2CVlmf-2StvyynnKdjVQPA6el2FtGMj8lNALmtUrjQ==
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Today’s Worship Leaders 
 

Rev. Patrick McElwaine, Pastor; Ben Shaver, Music Director;  
Janelle Thibau, Lector; Kyla Lupo, Zoom Host. 

 

Church Elders 
Jane Campbell, Carl Perthel, Daniel Ricci, 
Tom Sadler, Sheri Sankey, Amanda White, 

 Elaine Winch 

Church Deacons 
Ludivine Kom-Liapoe, Bobbie Maxwell, 

Allyson McElwaine, Renee Moloznik,  
Rosie Perthel, Jessie Ricci, Rhonda Ricci 

If you have any ideas, suggestions or concerns, please share them with our officers. 

 
Geneva warmly welcomes all our guests joining us today 

Geneva Staff: 
Rev. Patrick McElwaine, Pastor, pastor.genevapotomac@gmail.com 

Ben Shaver, Music Director, music.genevapotomac@gmail.com 
Melissa Cutler, Office Administrator, melissa.genevapotomac@gmail.com 

 
Hymns from Worship & Rejoice by Hope Publishing Company are used with permission 

through OneLicense.net A-722503, CCLI License #11410910 
Geneva Presbyterian Church is granted permission to perform songs within domestic Performing Rights Organizations 

(ASCAP,BMI and SESAC), as stated in the CCS WORSHIPcast License Terms and Conditions. License #13607 

 

Geneva Presbyterian Church 
11931 Seven Locks Road 

Potomac, MD  20854 
301-424-4346  www.genevapotomac.org 

  

mailto:pastor.genevapotomac@gmail.com
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