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The Gathering

(Welcome to Virtual Church with Geneva Presbyterian Church! We are honored to worship together with you
today and grateful we can gather in this way as the Body of Christ. There will be opportunities for responsive
readings and sharing prayer requests during worship; please mute and unmute yourself as directed by the
worship leaders. The same goes for singing hymns: your microphone will be turned off, so make a joyful noise
and sing with all your heart!)

Prelude
Welcome to the Worship of God
Silence and Introit

Call to Worship

Leader: Praise the One who spoke and made everything!

People: Let the rivers ripple with joy; let the mountains stomp their feet.
Leader: Praise the One who adopts all of us as children!

People: Let old folks tell familiar stories; let little children swim with dolphins.

Leader: Praise God!

People: We will sing of God's glory; we will shout our joy to the heavens.

Opening Hymn “l Danced In The Morning” #118 (1,2,5)

| danced in the morning when the world was begun,
and | danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,
and | came down from heaven and | danced on the earth.
At Bethlehem | had my birth.

| danced for the scribe and the Pharisee,
but they would not dance and they would not follow me;
| danced for the fishermen, for James and John;
they came with me and the Dance went on.



Refrain:
Dance, then, wherever you may be;
| am the Lord of the Dance, said he.
And I'll lead you all wherever you may be,
and I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he.

They cut me down and | leapt up high,
| am the life that'll never, never die;
I'll live in you if you'll live in me;
| am the Lord of the Dance, said he. [Refrain]

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession (below in unison, then silent personal prayers)

Abba God: we know that given the chance, we rarely praise others. We are guided

more by meanness than by your gentleness. And we are seldom wise enough to listen
to your voice, preferring instead the sweet, sweet songs of sin.

Forgive us, Heart of Heaven. Touch those inner places of hope and joy that they might

become the gifts we can offer to those around us, as we seek to follow Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Savior.

Assurance of Pardon

Congregational Response “Gloria Patri” #734

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

Joys and Concerns  (The Virtual Church recording is turned off during this portion of the service
for privacy. We will resume recording after the Lord's Prayer.)



Prayers of the People; The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Word

Prayer for lllumination (in unison)

God of glory, you have given us a new name and robed us in salvation. May we like
Anna find our home in your presence, and like Simeon recognize Jesus as the Christ,
so that, in joy and thanksgiving at becoming your children, we may join with all
creation to sing your praise. Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3
This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading Luke 2:22-40
This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

Sermon “Simeon and Anna” Sara Sadler

Affirmation of Faith /The Apostles’ Creed (in unison)

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Ghost; the holy catholic* Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

(*meaning all of God’s churches)



The Offering
Music Offering
Prayer of Dedication

Closing Hymn

Charge and Benediction
Postlude

The Thanksgiving

The Sending

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” #185

Hark! The herald-angels sing
"Glory to the newborn king;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled"
Joyful all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies
With the angelic host proclaim
"Christ is born in Bethlehem"
Hark! The herald-angels sing
"Glory to the new-born king"

Christ, by highest heaven adored
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a Virgin's womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the incarnate Deity
Pleased as man with man to dwell
Jesus, our Emmanuel
Hark! The herald-angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King"

Hail the Heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Son of Righteousness![10]
Light and life to all He brings,
Risen with healing in His wings;
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the new-born king"
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Our opening hymn is a 20th-century ballad-like retelling of
the life of Christ, though written for this Shaker tune, has
many similarities with the pre-Reformation carol “Tomorrow
shall be my dancing day.” Such narrative carols were common
both at Christmas and as part of medieval mystery plays. In
the mid-19th century, the text and tune of this familiar carol
came together. Originally, the text had ten stanzas and began
“Hark, how all the welkin rings | Glory to the King of Kings.”
The tune was created for a festival celebrating Gutenberg’s
introduction of moveable type. Felix Mendelssohn was a
prolific composer of the 19th century, whose piano, chamber,
and oratorio are well known and performed throughout the
world today. During World War 11, Hitler banned his music
and Richard Strauss, an incredible musician and composer
himself, was the head of music for the third reich. He believed
Mendelssohn’s music should be performed and was soon
removed from his post thereafter.




Thoughts and Prayers

Names in bold are new prayer list additions.
The work, worship, pastor and leadership of Geneva and of Iglesia de Dios El Nuevo Pacto

Comfort for the Family and Friends of
Maria Lenahan;
Norm Rawson;
Bev Davis;
Henry Haller;
Rodger Lusby;
Susan Burbage, friend of Rhonda and Bob Ricci
Doris Williamson;
Brian, friend of Kyla Lupo;
Janelle Connevey Morris, Mother of Janelle Thibau;
Josephine Kom, Mother of Flore Kom-Liapoe;
Julie Lynn Zabrucky, daughter of Nancy and Norm Rawson;
Healing and Comfort for
Kristin, a friend in need of prayer
Ellie Croft, friend of Gretchen Winch, health concerns;
Rosie Perthel, health concerns
Jim Stiles, recovering from COVID-19;
Scott Brown, health concerns;
Carole Haller, health concerns;
Daniel Ricci, prayers for job search;
George Ehler, relative of friend of Ken Sprinkle, health concerns;
Letitia Denaburg, knee surgery;
Betty Halls, health concerns;
Alicia, friend of Rhonda Ricci receiving cancer treatment;
Nancy Morse, health concerns;
Lorraine Leicht, Renee Moloznik's mother, health issues;
Dinah Paffrath, aunt of Renee Moloznik, receiving cancer treatments;
Beth, friend of Sara Torrence, metastatic breast cancer;
Carl Perthel, health concerns;
Jeffrey Remer, brother of Robin Kough, health concerns;
Isabelle Schuessler, friend of Scott Brown, health concerns;
Joanne Elder, friend of Sara and Jim Torrence, cancer;
Adeline Siaka, widow of Emmanuel Siaka;
Mary Bird, aunt of Renee Moloznik, health concerns;
Linda Hanson, friend of Geneva, health concerns;
Justin Pack, nephew of PJ Davis, diagnosed with ALS;
Daniel Adkins, nephew of Kyla and Vince Lupo, health concerns;
Donald Schuessler, friend of Scott Brown, health concerns;
Ellie Alexander, health concerns;
Emilia Monte, friend of Sara and Jim Torrence, recurring cancer;
Jeff Leicht, Renee Moloznik’s brother;
Judith Sadler, mother to Tom Sadler, mental illness and PG County guardianship care;
Leland Perthel, recovering from concussion;
Ray Johnson, father of Katie Harris;
Samuel Kuate, Flora Kom Liapoe’s brother-in-law, recovering from an ischemic stroke;
Sandy Kichefski, sister of Sheri Sankey, health concerns;
Sue, friend of Maria Lenahan, health issues;
Yvonne Bean, mother of Debbie Dunne;
Zog, friend of Bob and Rhonda Ricci, health concerns;

Prayers for Peace
Daniel Kough, son of Jack and Robin Kough, home from Afghanistan.
Walter Sprinkle, son of Ken and Nan Sprinkle, US Army Special Training




WELCOME TO GENEVA! We welcome you to this church and want you to feel at home.
We want you to feel accepted here, and also challenged, even as we invite you to
accept and challenge us. If you are new to this community or do not have a church

home, we invite you to join us. Please contact a staff member using any of the emails
on the back of today’s bulletin.

&S DECEVBER

BIRTHDAYS

Birthdays: Isabelle Thibau (12/3); Francisco Fuentes (12/3); Daniel Ricci (12/3); Carter
Harris (12/12); Ludivine Kom-Liapoe (12/14); Jim Kaufmann (12/16); Brent Davis (12/17);
Emmanuel Mbi (12/25); Toni Millet (12/28); Julien Weinstein (12/31).

This Week at Geneva

Sunday, December 27 10:30am Worship = Virtual Church led by Sara Sadler

Sunday, January 3 10:30am Worship - Virtual Church



e Grace and Gratitude:

As Presbyterians we are a people rooted in the grace of Jesus
Christ. It is our gratitude for God's grace that moves us to join in

God's mission in the world, with ministries of love and justice, STiNC R g
reconciliation and peace.

2020-2021

Generous gifts to the Presbyterian Giving Catalog are signs of our
gratitude: feeding the hungry, comforting the brokenhearted, and
sharing our faith with young and old. By joining our gifts together,
however large or small, we expand our witness to God's gracious
and abundant work in the world.

Each gift in the Presbyterian Giving Catalog exemplifies the work
prayerfully carried out by ministries of Presbyterian Mission. The
purchase and distribution of animals, the building of wells to
provide life-giving clean water to entire communities, and ministries to youth and
young adults are among the ways your gift is filling a need, making an impact, and
providing hope here in the United States and around the globe.

This holiday season Geneva will be participating in the Presbyterian Giving Catalog
mission. We will be collecting donations through December 31st. All gifts can be life
changing for the recipient.

How can you give?

- Choose the gift you'd like to give.

Sample items you can purchase:

Supplies for Displaced Students $30 Fishing Net $15

Kitchen Kit $25 Refugee Food Basket $50
Rainwater Catchment System $75 Jerry Cans $25

Piglet $40 Family of Chickens $25
Farming Tools $10 Rice Seeds $15

Click here to donate to Geneva's "Special Gifts” Account

- Make your check payable to “Geneva Presbyterian Church” mail to the church
office:
11931 Seven Locks Road
Potomac, MD 20854

- All checks must be received by December 315t
Thank you for your generosity,

Rhonda Ricci, Fellowship
Jane Campbell, Mission


https://bit.ly/33CAEjs

e Geneva Book Club

Geneva Book Club will NOT meet in the month of January
but will restart in February studying "For All Who Hunger" by
Emily M.D. Scott on Fridays @ 7:00pm.

The Zoom link will stay the same.

Click Here for the Amazon Link to purchase the book!

Church members, guests, and friends are all welcome -- please feel free to
share this invitation with anyone you know who is ready to engage in this work
of reflection and learning.

Here is the Zoom link (we will use the same for each sessions):

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9506334929?pwd=dy83RFATUTIiZWJ3MFEQOS
TR1ZCtTZz09

Meeting ID: 950 633 4929
Passcode: 12345

e Online Giving with the GivePlus (Give+) App

You can now support God's ministry through Geneva Presbyterian
Church with your smartphone, tablet, or

computer! Search for and download "GivePlus" G Iv E
(Give+) from the Apple App Store or Google Play

Store to get started.

You'll create an account, choose Geneva Presbyterian Church (in
Potomac) as your home church, and then you're ready to give in a
secure and convenient way!

Here are two resources to help you get set up:
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https://www.amazon.com/All-Who-Hunger-Searching-Communion/dp/0593135571
https://www.amazon.com/All-Who-Hunger-Searching-Communion/dp/0593135571
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9506334929?pwd=dy83RFdTUTliZWJ3MFE0STR1ZCtTZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9506334929?pwd=dy83RFdTUTliZWJ3MFE0STR1ZCtTZz09

YouTube Video with Instructions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAjgUxK8YRk

GivePlus Website with a FAQ and "How To"
https://qgiveplushelp.vancopayments.com/

I'm excited to expand our opportunities to give and invite you to
explore if Online Giving is the right choice for you. No matter how you
choose to give, thank you for your financial generosity -- your
support is sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ and transforming
lives every day.

o Virtual Church with Geneva Presbyterian: Sundays @ 10:30am
Join Zoom Meeting: https://bit.ly/2SL4E76

Meeting ID: 668 560 374
Password: 240543

One tap mobile
+13126266799,,668560374# US (Chicago)
+16465588656,,668560374# US (New York)

e Virtual Bible Study: Wednesdays @ 7:00pm
Join Zoom Meeting: https://bit.ly/3c3kscZ

Meeting ID: 273 879 363
Password: 978348

One tap mobile
+13017158592,,273879363#,,1#,978348# US (Germantown)
+16465588656,,273879363#,,1#,978348# US (New York)

e Geneva Worship Videos
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAjqUxK8YRk
https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/
https://bit.ly/2SL4E76
https://bit.ly/3c3kscZ

Did you know that Geneva Virtual Church videos are
recorded and online? Missed a service? Want to share with a friend?
A full recording of worship is just a click away!

Click HERE to watch our past Virtual Worship /vﬁR\‘
services! | " [,I
St/
Today’s Worship Leaders
Sara Sadler, Pastor; Ben Shaver, Music Director;
Janelle Thibau, Lector; Tom Sadler, Zoom Host.
Church Elders Church Deacons

Jane Campbell, Jack Kough, Carl Perthel,
Tom Sadler, Sheri Sankey,
Janelle Thibau, Elaine Winch

Ludivine Kom-Liapoe, Bobbie Maxwell,
Renee Moloznik, Rosie Perthel,
Rhonda Ricci

If you have any ideas, suggestions or concerns, please share them with our officers.

Geneva warmly welcomes all our guests joining us today

Qeteame Wedeame

to Our Church to Our Church

3 Geneva Staff: 3

Rev. Patrick McElwaine, Pastor, pastor.genevapotomac@gmail.com
Ben Shaver, Music Director, music.genevapotomac@gmail.com
Melissa Cutler, Office Administrator, melissa.genevapotomac@gmail.com

Hymns from Worship & Rejoice by Hope Publishing Company are used with permission
through Onelicense.net A-722503, CCLI License #11410910

Geneva Presbyterian Church

11931 Seven Locks Road
Potomac, MD 20854
301-424-4346 www.genevapotomac.org
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012gP_cZFiqW_vcw6kC_lqmh1pm-iiEXAuzskCgO8YdEISu-BaOKmzBsab_BMsUGfyT9FSf1S6OYQ34NC1qR3sg576yBQ2d_tVnJT0qNkC1eCcObrYxX-qKx3omeTp5rtPuCrucw6qf5v7g35f6JUd3iWlpTwrhW3kLrImzCKmiBQ=&c=lbi7dTXHOZRCkIhwikJtiwfc0fnIA0_BGBZj7LsofGEuKsGrFmW94A==&ch=CS3fPQEIJa5u2CVlmf-2StvyynnKdjVQPA6el2FtGMj8lNALmtUrjQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012gP_cZFiqW_vcw6kC_lqmh1pm-iiEXAuzskCgO8YdEISu-BaOKmzBsab_BMsUGfyT9FSf1S6OYQ34NC1qR3sg576yBQ2d_tVnJT0qNkC1eCcObrYxX-qKx3omeTp5rtPuCrucw6qf5v7g35f6JUd3iWlpTwrhW3kLrImzCKmiBQ=&c=lbi7dTXHOZRCkIhwikJtiwfc0fnIA0_BGBZj7LsofGEuKsGrFmW94A==&ch=CS3fPQEIJa5u2CVlmf-2StvyynnKdjVQPA6el2FtGMj8lNALmtUrjQ==
mailto:pastor.genevapotomac@gmail.com
mailto:music.genevapotomac@gmail.com
http://www.genevapotomac.org/
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