
 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Easter April 4, 2021  

7:30 a.m. 
  

GATHERING 
All are invited to gather in the Memorial Garden across Old York Road from the church,  

 

 

 PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP                                                    A time for quiet preparation before worship 

         Eternal God, we give thanks for our encounter this day with the joy and promise of your life-giving 

        power.  Give us an ability to boldly affirm that your goodness and peace reign over a broken world.   

        Free us to accept the resurrection hope of our risen Lord brings.  Amen. 
          

   GREETING 
Grace and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
   

* CALL TO WORSHIP                               
        Here in this location often considered a place of finality,  

we seek to interpret what it means that  

the stone has been rolled away from the tomb!  

Here, in a place where feelings of loss and grief and even despair are strong,  

we long for something stronger still – 

Could it be that resurrection hope is more powerful than our deathly fears! 

Here we gather to affirm that the world is transformed 

 because the Lord is risen!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  The Lord is risen indeed! 

 

 

* HYMN 245                                         Christ the Lord is Risen Today!   LLANFAIR  

      



                                                          



   PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

        Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave,  

you shattered the power of sin and death.   

We confess that we remain bound  

to the ways that lead to spiritual death.   

We overlook the poor and the hungry, 

and fail to reach out to those who mourn;  

we ignore the cries of the oppressed,  

and have pulled back from a commitment to a deeply just peace;  

we show our disdain for those who are weak,  

and we abuse the earth you made.   

 

Forgive us, God of mercy.  

Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us new,  

that we may know the joy of abundant life given in Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 

  * ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
     The One who overcomes the power of death released the grip that the power of sin has upon us –   

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Alleluia! 

     

   WORD 
God’s Word is read and its message is proclaimed in scripture, music and interpretation.   

  

   

   GOSPEL READING                                       John 20:1-18 

      Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that 

the stone had been removed from the tomb.  So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 

one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 

where they have laid him.”  Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb.  The two 

were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent down to look 

in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  Then Simon Peter came, following him, 

and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, 

not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.  Then the other disciple, who reached 

the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that 

he must rise from the dead.  Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

 

     But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw 

two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the 

feet.  They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, 

and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 

standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? 

Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried 

him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”  Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She 

turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).  Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on 

to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 

ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”  Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 



 

     Alleluia!  Christ is risen!   

     Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!   

 

(We move to the church yard to continue our worship) 
  

   SERMON                                      Missing                                     The Rev. Kirby Lawrence Hill    

 

* HYMN 232                                          Jesus Christ is Risen Today                 EASTER HYMN  

 



 



    



 * LITANY FOR EASTER 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Alleluia!  The Lord is risen indeed! 

This is the good news we have received, 

in which we stand, and by which we are saved:  

that Christ died for our sins, and was entombed, and rose again on the third day. 

Alleluia!  The Lord is risen indeed! 

He appeared to Mary, to Peter, and to the Twelve, and to many faithful witnesses. 

Alleluia!  The Lord is risen indeed! 

At last he came to us, that we might come to believe and proclaim this good news to the world. 

Alleluia!  The Lord is risen indeed! 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

 

THE INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

      come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

      our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 

      is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

 

PRAYER 

 

*HYMN 248                                       Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!                              HYMN TO JOY 

 



 



*BENEDICTION 

 

*THE PEACE 
The peace of the Risen Christ be with you. 

 

  

   [service hymns and some announcements follow] 
  Worship Leaders: 

  Preacher: The Rev. Kirby Lawrence Hill    

     Liturgists and choir: The Rev. Aaron Twitchell, Eliza Feil,  Christian Feil, Lauren Maransky, Refentse Gabriela Nhlapo,  

     Jen Parsons, Miriam Sall  

     Organist: Erik Meyer  

     Permissions: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!” words by Charles Wesley, 1739, alt. Public Domain. Music  

     (LLANFAIR) by Robert Williams, 1817; harm. David Evans, 1927. Music harmonization © 1927 Oxford University  

     Press. Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-729335. All rights reserved. 

     “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” words stanzas 1-3 from Lyra Davidica, 1708; stanza 4, Charles Wesley, 1740. Music  

     (EASTER HYMN) from Lyra Davidica, 1708; adapt. from The Compleat Psalmodist, 1749. Public Domain. 

     “Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!” words by Brian Wren, 1984. Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted and  

     streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-729335. All rights reserved. Music (HYMN TO JOY) by Ludwig  

     van Beethoven; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1842, alt. Public Domain. 

      

     In need of special prayers this week: Len Browna, Michael Kemp, Laura Lockhart, Sylvia Weed  

     (mother of Kathryn Jablokow), Barbara LaNore (sister of Lynda Smyth), Sylvia Jolly, MM Harris, 

     Herb Harris, Gary Lynch (son of Doug Lynch), Chris Popescu (aunt of Joanne Bates), Marty Bell 

     (cousin of Alice Price), Elizabeth Cole (granddaughter of Nancy Webb Cole), Doris Boerner, Helen  

     Porter (mother of Joe Porter), Janet Wells (mother of Gwen Bihn), Suzy Paravla (daughter of Susan Davis),  

     Linda Maisenhelder, Christine Kim (wife of Stephen Kim), Will Pompilli (son of Teresa Pompilli), 

     Phyllis Frazier, Nick Cupo, Sr., Joanne Hawkins (mother of Nick Cupo), Wayne Gibbons, Jr., Susan  

     Arnhold (friend of Joanne and Jeff Bates), Kris and Erik Reidenbach (friends of Sally Adams),  

     David Fryer (husband of Rabbi Shoshana Tornberg, friend of APC), Meredith Ellisor, (cousin of  

     Craig Nicholson), Mark Meissner (son of Judy Meissner), Nina DiTimasso and Audrina Rose (friends of  

     Anne-Marie Constable). 

      

     For Pastoral Care: To notify the church of an illness, hospitalization, death, or to request prayer,  

     contact a minister or call your Deacon or the Church Office at (215) 887-4530. 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


