
 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany    January 17, 2021 
 

  

GATHERING 
The people gather wherever they may in response to God’s call, offering praise in words of scripture,  

prayer, and song. The people acknowledge their sinfulness and receive the good news of God’s forgiveness. 

 

 

 PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP                                                 A time for quiet preparation before worship 

    God of wonders, we stand in awe of your might and majesty. We stand in need of your grace and mercy. Be  

    near to us. Help us to see Jesus in all we meet, and equip us to follow in his footsteps. Meet us where we are,  

    O God our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen. 
 

   PRELUDE                                              Swing Low, Sweet Chariot                                                  Dan Locklair   
                                                                                                           

   LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP                                

    We gather to worship God: 

    Who creates us and loves us; 

    Who gifts us with diversity and makes us for community; 

    Who gives Jesus Christ to show us how to live; 

    Who inspires children, youth, young adults, and people of all ages 

    to seek justice, share power, and live together in love and equality; 

    Who invites us to join the struggle for wholeness and wellbeing for all; 

    And whose presence, grace, and love sustain us in our living. 

    We gather to worship God. 

    To God be all glory, honor, and praise! 
 

* HYMN 23                                     God You Spin the Whirling Planets                                     PLEADING SAVIOR 

  

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
    Most holy and merciful God, we have condemned racial injustice with our words, yet we cling to  

    privileges derived from social inequities. We have been complicit in maintaining systems of  

    oppression and in demurring the freedoms and dreams of the oppressed. Give us the courage to name  

    our sin and give us the strength to claim responsibility for our actions and inaction. Give us the grace to  

    do what it will take to change our behavior. Through Jesus Christ we pray. 

 

   ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
    Friends, only Christ stands in judgment over us and yet he chooses not to condemn us but to love and  

    restore us. 

    In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 

 

 

 



 * RESPONSE                                     Glory Be To the Father                                        Hymn 581 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen. 

 

  * THE PEACE OF CHRIST                   Greet one another with the sign of peace. 

The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you.            
 

   WORD 
God’s Word is read and its message is proclaimed in scripture, music and interpretation. 

      
  CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

  

  PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  

   SCRIPTURE READING                             Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  
      The Word of the Lord.  

       Thanks be to God. 

   

* HYMN  28                                                         You Are Before Me, Lord   

 

   SCRIPTURE READING                                  John 1:43-51    
       The Word of the Lord. 

        Thanks be to God. 
  

   SERMON                                              Face to Face                                              The Rev. Aaron Twitchell         
   

 * AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                                     from the Belhar Confession 

   We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for the church  

   through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end; 

 

   We believe that unity in Christ must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, enmity  

   and hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that  

   anything which threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted; 

 

   We reject any ideology which would legitimate forms of injustice and any doctrine which is unwilling to  

   resist such an ideology in the name of the gospel. 

 

   We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to do all  

   these things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and punishment and  

   suffering be the consequence. Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the  

   honor and the glory for ever and ever. 

 
 

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

   come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

   our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 

   is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 

 

THANKSGIVING & SENDING 
After the proclamation of God’s Word, we respond with gratitude prepared to go 

  into the world where we are called to live according to God’s will. 

 

 OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
      

* HYMN 740                                          Lead Me, Guide Me                                              LEAD ME, GUIDE ME 

 

* BENEDICTION & CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE 
 

* POSTLUDE                                                    Jubilo                                                             Dan Locklair 

 

 

  [service hymns and some announcements follow] 
 Worship Leaders: 

     Preacher: The Rev. Aaron Twitchell  

     Liturgist: The Rev. Dr. Jade King Bass    

     Choir: Zene Colt 

     Organist: Erik Meyer 

     Permissions: “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” by Dan Locklair. ©1996 Published by E.C.Kerby. Streaming permission  

     sought. All rights reserved. 

     “God, You Spin the Whirling Planets” words by Jane Parker Huber, 1978. Text © 1980 Jane Parker Huber (admin.  

     Westminster John Knox Press). Reprinted by arrangement with Glory to God. All rights reserved. Music (PLEADING  

     SAVIOR) American melody, 1830; harm. Richard Proulx, 1986. Harm. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted and  

     streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-729335. All rights reserved. 

     “You Are Before Me, Lord (Psalm 139)” words by Ian Pitt-Watson, 1973, 1989. Text © 1973 Jan Pitt-Watson. Reprinted  

     by arrangement with Glory to God. All rights reserved. Music (SURSUM CORDA (Smith)) by Alfred Morton Smith,  

     1941. Music printed by permission of Estate of Doris Wright Smith through arrangement with Glory to God. All rights  

     reserved. 

     “Lead Me, Guide Me” words by Doris Akers, 1953. Text © 1953, ren. Doris Akers (admin. Chappell & Co., Inc./Alfred  

     Publishing Co., Inc.) Reprinted by arrangement with Glory to God. All rights reserved. Music (LEAD ME, GUIDE ME)  

     by Doris Akers, 1953; harm. Richard Smallwood. Music © 1953, ren. Doris Akers (admin. Chappell & Co., Inc./Alfred  

     Publishing Co., Inc.) Reprinted by arrangement with Glory to God. All rights reserved. 

     “Jubilo” by Dan Locklair. ©2001 Published by Ricordi. Streaming permission sought. All rights reserved. 

 

      In need of special prayers this week: Len Browna, Michael Kemp, Laura Lockhart, Sylvia Weed  

     (mother of Kathryn Jablokow), Barbara LaNore (sister of Lynda Smyth), Sylvia Jolly, MM Harris,  

     Herb Harris, Gary Lynch (son of Doug Lynch), Chris Popescu (aunt of Joanne Bates), Marty Bell  

     (cousin of Alice Price), Elizabeth Cole (granddaughter of Nancy Webb Cole), Doris Boerner, 

     Helen Porter (mother of Joe Porter), Janet Wells (mother of Gwen Bihn), Suzy Paravla (daughter of  

     Susan Davis), Linda Maisenhelder, Christine Kim (wife of Stephen Kim), Will Pompilli (son of Teresa 

     Pompilli), Phyllis Frazier, Nick Cupo, Sr., Joanne Hawkins (mother of Nick Cupo), Wayne Gibbons, Jr., 

     John & Carolyn Burrell (parents of Janet Gildner), Susan Arnhold (friend of Joanne and Jeff Bates),  



     Kris and Erik Reidenbach (friends of Sally Adams). 

 

     For Pastoral Care: To notify the church of an illness, hospitalization, death, or to request prayer,  

     contact a minister or call your Deacon or the Church Office at (215) 887-4530. 

 

     Sympathy and prayers for the family of Elizabeth (Betty) L. Sautter, as they mourn her recent death.  

     Also, for Ed Wikoff in the death of his mother, and Judy Meissner in the death of her son. 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory 
of 

Elizabeth (Betty) L. Sautter  
1/1/1924 - 1/13/2021 





 


