
Sunday Morning Worship
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November 28, 2021

Gathering Music “Piano Sonata op. 10, no. 1, mvt. 2” by L. van Beethoven
(1770-1827)

This slow, lyrical, meditative movement has something of the grand melodic
sweep of the slow movement of Beethoven’s “Pathetique” sonata, which is
especially notorious from Linus’ rendering of it in “Peanuts” cartoons.
However, this one is not so well-known.

Welcome and Announcements

Remembering Our Baptism

Prelude Verset No. 1 on “Creator of the Stars of Night” by J. Titelouze
(1562-1633)

“Creator of the Stars…” is a medieval Advent hymn long thought to have been
written and composed by Saint Ambrose, but now known not to have been.
Titelouze was a Norman French priest, organist, and composer whose music
represented great forward strides for the art form, although today’s audiences
sometimes find his music more meditative than exciting.

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Hope Jim and Mary Mattis
On this first Sunday of Advent, we come to the Advent wreath to light the first
candle, the candle of hope. (The candle is lit)
Let us ponder hope…

Hope is optimistic, trusting, sustenance for the soul.
Hope is anticipating an event.
Hope is necessary for humans to survive, just like air and water and food.
Hope is a sprig of leaf in the beak of the dove returning to the Ark.
Hope is the result of trusting and believing that God is active and present in
how we anticipate and experience our present and future conditions and
outcomes.
Hope is never giving up, optimism, a pathway or promise of light
as one searches for understanding or answers in life.



Advent Prayer
Let us pray…
Most Holy God, we live in a world that is overwhelming at times.
Hopelessness exists all around us and sometimes within us.
Help us, Holy Mystery, as we enter into this holy season
to be reminded that there is reason to hope,
as we hope in a God for whom all things are possible..
Inspire us to be beacons of hope and agents of change in your world.
In the name of Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel we pray.  Amen.

*Response 92 “While We Are Waiting, Come” (verse 1)

Call to Confession Liturgist: Judy Long
Let us turn to God and confess our need for God’s grace.

Prayer of Confession
Light of the world, your patience with us is never ending.
You have shown us wonders,
yet we are so often complacent.
You have showered us with mercy,
yet we withhold mercy from others.
You have given us everything,
and we act as though we were entitled all along.
Forgive us these and for those mistakes, faults
and failures that weigh heavily upon us.
Some of which we name before you in silent confession.**

Time of Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon
As the world darkens, the light of Christ shines even brighter.
Receive the forgiveness of sin and walk in the light of Christ.
May our hearts overflow with gratitude at the gift of God’s mercy,
and may we also be merciful in our turn. In the name of Christ. Amen.**

*Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you,
And also with you.

*Hymn # 94 “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper”



Prayer for Illumination
Light of the world, open our hearts and minds
by the power of Your Holy Spirit,
that we may hear Your Word and take it to heart with joy. Amen.

Hebrew Scripture Reading Jeremiah 33:14-16 (liturgist)

Gospel Reading Luke 21:25-36 (pastor)

Sermon  “now...and not yet”

*Hymn # 123 “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”

Prayers of Thanksgiving + Concern shared by the congregation.
Lord of love,
Hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us, this day, our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering

Offertory/Special Music  “Savior of the Nations, Come” by D. Buxtehude
(1637-1707)

“Savior of the Nations, Come!
Virgin’s Son, make here your home.
Wonder at it, heaven and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.”
St. Ambrose/ Martin Luther/ Wm. Reynolds
(translation upon translation)



Offering Prayer
Heavenly God, as the world around us urges us to ponder, seek, and
purchase the “perfect gift,” we present these gifts to you
in thanksgiving for your perfect offering to us: your son Jesus Christ.
Keep us alert to his presence around us, and present to the needs of others
during this season and beyond. In his loving name we pray. Amen.**

*Sung Christmas Doxology (tune: O Tannenbaum)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, in every generation.
Praise God, all creatures here below, who gives to us salvation.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
Let all creation praise the Lord with love and adoration.

Christmas Doxology, Words copyright © 2001 Dale A. Schoening. Published by The General Board of
Discipleship of The United Methodist Church, PO Box 340003, Nashville TN 37203-0003. Web site
http://www.umcworship.org used by permission.

Charge and Benediction

Postlude “Savior of the Nations, Come” by J.P. Sweelinck (1562-1621)
Sweelinck’s reputation earned him frequent comparisons to the Greek poet and
musician hero of ancient times, and he was thus called “the Orpheus of
Amsterdam.”  The church where he played, Amsterdam’s largest, was long
deconsecrated, but is now being repaired.

*Please stand if it is comfortable for you to do so.
Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from: ONE LICENSE, License
#734180-A

**Prayers and Litanies by Rev. Wendy Sherer and R. M. Fergus for RCL Worship Resources Copyright ©
2021 Clergy Stuff™ Published by Clergy Stuff, Hopkins, MN, Used by Permission.

Thank you to those who lent their creative talents to our Advent Candle Lighting Litany: Linda
Otos, Glen Brivic, Rose Ada Combs, Mary Jackson, Christopher Wicks, Jean Wilson, Mimi
Chitty, Jim Long, Gwen Luhta, and Judi Monson.
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